SOLDIER

Strikingly at variance with these personal qualities
of courage and hot blood is the "Fabian" policy
for which he is so generally credited/and a study of
his military career goes far to dispel the conception
that Washington was the cautious commander that
he is usually pictured.

In the first campaign, though near a vastly superior
Fi-ench force, Washington precipitated the conflict
by attacking and capturing an advance party; though
the delay of a few days would have brought him
large reinforcements. As a consequence he was
very quickly surrounded, and after a day's fighting
was compelled to surrender. In what light his con-
duct was viewed at the time is shown in two letters,
Dr. William Smith writing, "the British cause, ... . .
has received a fatal Blow by the entire defeat of Wash-
ington, whom I cannot but accuse of Foolhardiness
to have ventured so near a vigilant enemy without
being certain of their numbers, or waiting for Junc-
tion of some hundreds of our best Forces, who are
within a few Days' March of him," and Ann Willing
echoed this by saying,/'the melancholy news has
just arrived of the loss of sixty men belonging to
Col. Washington's Company, who were killed on the
spot, and of the Colonel and Half-King being taken
prisoners, all owing to the obstinacy of Washington,
who would not wait for the arrival of reinforce-
ments."

Hardly less venturesome was he in the Braddock
campaign, for "the General (before they met in
council,) asked my opinion concerning the expedi-
tion. I urged it, in the warmest terms I was able,
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